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Students will design a pendant inspired by African jewelry.

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to observe and identify examples of personal adornment in African art.

2. Students will be able to recall examples of how African jewelry relates to beauty, status, and
wealth.

3. Students will be able to create objects for personal adornment.

MCF Curriculum Standards and Benchmarks

Fine Arts

ß ART.VA.2.MS.4 -  Use subjects, themes, and symbols that communicate intended meaning
in artworks.

ß ART.VA.3.MS.2 - Observe and compare works of art that were created for different
purposes.

     BEFORE THE VIDEO      

Exploring African Jewelry

Materials:

ß [Jewelry Student Information Sheets Set #1: African Jewelry at the DIA].

ß These sheets feature African jewelry at the DIA with explanations of how they were made and
worn.

ß [Jewelry Student Worksheet #1: Group Feedback Sheet]

Resources:

See the following publications for more examples of African jewelry and photographs of the jewelry
being worn:

ß Blauer, Ettagale. African Elegance. New York: Rizzoli International Publications, 1999.

ß Fisher, Angela. Africa Adorned. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 1984.

ß Garrard, Timothy F. Gold of Africa: Jewelry and Ornaments from Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and
Senegal. Munich: Prestel-Verla.

(Continued)
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Art Lesson: Jewelry (continued)
Procedure

1. Divide the class into groups of 3-5 students.

2. Print, copy, and distribute 2-4 of the [Jewelry Student Information Sheets Set #1: African
Jewelry] to each group.

3. Print, copy, and distribute 2-4 [Jewelry Student Worksheet #1: Group Feedback Sheets] to each
group

4. Each group will collaboratively complete a Group Feedback Sheet for each assigned piece of
jewelry.

5. After the sheets are completed, each group will share their information with the class.

Assessment:

Did students accurately answer questions about jewelry and personal adornment?

    DURING THE VIDEO

African Art and Personal Adornment

Setting a Purpose for Viewing the Program:

ß Encourage students to think about what they have learned about jewelry and personal
adornment.

ß Students should particularly note the design, fabrication, and purposes of the African jewelry
presented in the program.

Discussion After Viewing:

ß After viewing, give students an opportunity to discuss what they learned about jewelry and
personal adornment.

     AFTER THE VIDEO

Design and Create a Pendant

Materials:

ß paper (plain or graph)

ß pencils

ß scissors

ß Wireform or cardboard

ß plaster wrap

ß bowl of warm water

ß paintbrush

ß tempera or acrylic paint

ß cord, chain, string, or yarn

ß newspaper

ß masking tape
(Continued)



Wayne RESA’s Cultural Collaborative for Learning

Page 3 of 3  Introductory Lesson: Exploring Beauty

Art Lesson: Jewelry (continued)
Procedure:

1. Define and discuss: “pendant.”  A pendant is a hanging ornament or piece of jewelry attached to
a necklace or bracelet.

2. Determine the shape and size of your pendant.

3. Draw the shape on a piece of graph paper or plain.

4. Cut the shape with a pair of scissors.

5. Cut a piece of Wireform slightly larger than this shape made in the above step.  (Wireform, a
commercially available art material, is a meshed wire that can be stretched or cut with a pair of
scissors.  Use cardboard if Wireform is not available.)

6. Lay the paper shape on top of the Wireform, then cut the Wireform with scissors.

7. Cover Wireform with masking tape.  Leave a small opening near the top of the shape.  (The
Wireform may be formed into a three-dimensional shape.)

8. Cut the strips from a roll of plaster or rigid wrap to cover the Wireform or cardboard.

9. Dip the strips in warm water.  Cover the entire taped Wireform or cardboard with plaster wrap by
smoothing with your fingertips.  Let it stand and dry.

10. Use a paintbrush to add color and designs with tempera or acrylic paint.  Let it dry.

11. Insert a cord, chain, string, or yarn into the opening and tie the two ends together.  Wear it
proudly as a necklace or bracelet!

12. Ask students to explain how their pendant relates to the examples of African jewelry that they
saw in the worksheets and during the broadcast.

Assessment:

ß Did students apply skills and knowledge to create a piece of jewelry?

ß Did students connect the characteristics of their own creations to the examples of African
jewelry.

Lesson Designed by:
Adrienne Douglas, Levy Middle School, Southfield Public Schools
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Group Feedback Sheet 

Group Feedback Sheet

Names of group members:

1.                                                                                           

2.                                                                                           

3.                                                                                           

4.                                                                                           

5.                                                                                           

Assignment: Answer the following questions for each piece of jewelry.
1. What type of adornment is it?  (bracelet, pendant, etc.)

2. What cultural group created it?

3. What materials were used?

4. Was it created for wealth, status, or beauty?



Wayne RESAÕs Cultural Collaborative for Learning

Page 6 of 6  Jewelry Student Information Sheets Set #1 Ð African Jewelry at the DIA

Jewelry Student Information Sheets Set #1          
African Jewelry at the DIA
(Sheet 6 of 6)

©2000 Detroit Institute of Arts

Earrings people, late 1900s
Fulani, Mali
Gold, thread, wire
DIA 78.22

How was it worn?

These gold earrings were a symbol of wealth and prestige, but also had a practical function. A
Fulani woman of Mali used these earrings as a form of currency. When she wanted to make a
major purchase, she scraped a certain amount of gold off of one of her earrings. She could have
worn these earrings in three different ways: through the earlobe, over the ear or attached to a
headband.

How was it made?

This pair of earrings was made by a process called shallow forming. Shallow forming creates
curves and domes in sheet metal. This process makes a piece look thicker because of the
reflections produced on the curved shapes. First the crescent shape was cut from a flat sheet of
metal. After the metal was heated, the piece was hammered with a mallet into the shape desired
by the artist. Several crescent shapes are then fused together.
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